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PREFACE. 


WV OEVER 3 the Time of preach- 

| ing the enſuing Sermon with that of the 

Occaſion, upon which it was compoſed, will Pro- 

bably, fit down to read it with very moderate Exe 

pettations. The more moderate the better. The Au- 

thor hopes be has no Prejudices againſt bim, knows 

of none for Him, nor pretends to any Abilities ta 

deſerve Applauſe. All He defires is a candid 

Peruſal, an equitable Indulgence to his Inaccura- 

cies, and a ſerious Attention ta whatever is found 4 

worthy of it ; and if he obtains theſe, He will be Wi 

abundantly ſatisfied, 1 

To aſſert that our Form of Government is per- 5 

ect ud be a kind of political Entbuſiaſin. It is ] $I 

the pI and juſt Apprebenſion of thoſe, who live 4 
r it, that is far preferable to any other : and 7 

the Preſervation of it amidſi the many Hazards, L 

to which it has been expoſed, ſhould endear it to all 34 

who conſider them. While other Nations have lojt 1 

their Liberties we haue preſerved our's ; aubile their 17 

Priviledges have been ſwallowed up in the unlimi- l 0 

mited — of their Princes, our's have been 105 

confirmed, and more ſecurely eftabliſhed. To ac- i 

count for this is net within my Province: buf 
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ſurely it is remarkable, that while the Convulſi- 
ons of other States, have tended to make the Peo- 
ple Slaves; our's have made us more completely 
Free; and, if Britiſh Liberty be indeed the Bleſ> 
Jang, We, upon the firongeſt Reaſons, think it; 
it calls upon Us in the plaineſi Language to own 
it with Gratitude. 

In the Time of bis late Majeſty of truly glori- 
ous Memory, we tafted the Benefits of this ex- 
cellent Conſtitution in all their delightful Extent. 
Tbe very promiſing Diſpofitions of cur new Sove- 
reign ; the authentick Sanction given to our Pri- 
viledges by the very Baſis of our preſent happyEfla- 
bliſhment ; the general Acquieſcence of Perſons of 
Underflandin in the Principles; upon which it is 
founded ; and the preſent Pei State of the Nati- 
on, are all of them good Preſages of another prof 
perous Reign. May Fe Bleffings of it not only 
but exceed thoſe of the paſt ! But if in the bk 
all theſe favourable Signs, the Religion and 34 
tue of the People decline, all our Advantages will 
avail us nothing. General Depravity, and gene- 
ral Proſperity, cannot long ſubfiſt together: and, 
if once a People become prevailingly corrupt, it 
is not in the Power of the beſt of Princes, and the 
wiſeft Government to make them happy. 

Whether we have any Ground for ſuch Appre- 
henfions, I. call not pretend to determine. But this 
is certain that, if our Virtue is not watched over, it 
will decline; decline faſteſt in proſperous Times of 
all others; ad the very Bleſſings; which ſeem-to en- 


ſure 
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Sure our Safety become our Ruin. To ask 
whom this is chiefly incumbent is, at beſt, a need- 
leſs, and may be an hurtful Queſtion. What is the 
Intereſt of all, ſhould be the Care of all, in their 
reſpective Stations, and in Proportion to their 
Abilities for it. The firſt Perſon in the Kingdom 
has nobly aſſured us, His beſt Endeavours ſhall not 
be wanting. Let thoſe of higher Stations tread in 
his Steps, and the Conſequence will be not only 
good, but great. Thetr elevated Rank, and exten- 
five Influence ; the Notice which is taken of all 
their Actions; and the Diſpoſition of the World to 
copy the Manners of thoſe above them ; will make 
their Examples of the utmoſi Weight. Let thoſe in 
lower Stations know, and improve their own Con- 
ſequence; and they may do much to ſerve this impor- 
tant Intereft—Example, in the Words of a good 
Writer, will move upwards. There is a Digni- 
ty, and Greatneſs in the fleady Practice of Religi- 
on, which will ſecure it from Contempt, and make 
it reſpectable in Perſons of the humbleſt Circum- 
ances. All Ranks, if I may be allowed the Me- 
taplor, have their Quota to contribute in this 
honourable War. Where the Cauſe is fo good, the 
End fo glorious, and the neceſſity ſo great, all ſhould 
be ready to take the Lead; and, inflead of caſ- 
ting the Care upon others, make it their only 
Contention, who ſhall be firſt, and moſt effefually 

active in their Endeavours to promote it. 

Could this ncble Emulation but once be intro- 
duced among us, with what happy Fruits would 
it 
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it would ſoon be attended !—Tnflead of provoking: 
one another to Strife and Contention, all would be 
proviking to Love and good Works. The Alacrity 
of each bats excite that of his Neighbour. Ini- 
guity would be put away from our Tabernacles ; 
Righteouſneſs become the diſtinguiſbing Character. 
tick of our Nation ; and, ⁊obile it continued to 
be fo, our Peace would be founded upon a Rock. 
But if once theſe Principles, which are the true 
Cement, and conflitute the real Strength of Soci- 
tres, hoſe their Influence, all our Palitical Welfare 


becomes precarious; tends apace to decay, and, 
fhowld the Evil go on to ſpread, will quickly fink 


into Rutn. 


If theſe Thoughts are juft, they call for our 
moſt ferrous Attention. That they are fo, the Teſ- 
timony, and Experience of all Ages unite to af= 


fare us. All the truly wiſe, and good will, I 


doubt not, join with me in wiſhing, that we may 
know in this our Day the Things, which be- 
to our Peace; and rejoice to behold all at- 
tending to the Voice of that affeftionate Wiſh, 
rohe God pronounced over his choſen People *, 
O that there were ſuch an Heart in them, that 
they would fear me, and keep my Command- 


ments always, that it might be well with — 


and their Children for ever! 


* Deut. v. 296 


1 CHRONICLES xxix. 26, 27, 28. 


- Thus David the Son of Jeſſe reigned over all 
Jrael. 

And the Time, that he reigned over Iſrael, was 
forty Years : ſeven Years reigned he in Hebron, 
and thirty and three Years reigned He in Je- 
ruſalem. F 
Ad be died in a good old Age; full of Days, 
Riches, and Honour: and Solomon his Son reig- 
ned in his Stead. 

'F HERE is ſomething very ſublime and 
| ſtriking in the Deſcription, which Elibu 
gives of the ſovereign Dominion of God over 
all Perſons, and the intire l)ependence of the 
greateſt of Mortals upon his Pleature (a): Is it 
fit, ſays He, addreſſing Himſelf to Job, to ſay 
to a King, Thou art wicked ? and to Princes, 
Ye are ungodly? How much leſs to Him, who 
accepteth not the Perſons of Princes, nor re- 
gardeth the Rich more than the Poor? for. they 
are all the Work of his Hands: and then it 
follows; In a Moment ſhall they die, and the 

B People 


(a) Job xxxiv. 18—20, 


the Proſpe 
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People ſhall be troubled at Midnight, and paſi 
away: and the Mighty ſhall be taken away with- 
out Hand. Who is able, indeed, to withſtand 
His Pleafure, or ſecure a Diſcharge in that 
War? In His Hand is the Soul of every li- 
ving Thing : and, If He gather to Himfelf His 
Spirit and His Breath ; all Fleſh ſball periſh to- 
gether, and Man ſhall turn again unto Duſt (b). 
Ihis Day are theſe Scriptures remarkably ful- 
filled in our Ears. I need not inform any one, 
who appears in this Aſſembly, that it hath 
pleaſed the Sovereign Diſpoſer of all Things, 
in the unſearchable Depths of his Wifdom, to 
remove from us that mild and equitable Mo- 
narch, under whoſe Government our Land has, 
for ſo many. Years, enjoyed great Peace and 
Quietneſs; in the remarkable Continuance of 
whoſe Reign We rejoiced, as a ſingular Bleſ- 
fing ; and, for the Preſervation of whofe Life, 
all, who wiſhed well to the Intereſt of their 
Country were, I doubt not, deeply concerned. 
Under fuch a Stroke every grateful Heart can- 
not but mourn ; and all, who are anxious for 
rity of the Nation, maſt. be filled 
with Apprehenſions of the Confequence. But it 
becomes us to acquieſce. It is our Buſineſs, not 
ſo much to bewail, as to improve the Event; 
and, in all Changes, to direct our Views to 
the living God, who rules among the King- 
donis of Men, and who knows how * 
5 | 10ſe 


(b) Job xü. 10. xxxiv. 14, 15. 
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| Choſe, which are moſt afflicting, work together 
for the Good of His People. 

The Words, which I have now choſen for 
the Subject of my Diſcourſe, are a ſummary 
Account of the Reign, Deceaſe, and Charac- 
ter of David, the Son of Jie, and one of 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed Princes of the Kiny- 
dom of Iſrael: and though they may appear, 
at firſt View, to promiſe but little, worthy the 
Attention of an Audience ; yet, when they are 
more carefully inſpected, will give Occaſion for 
ſome uſeful Reflections. The fame Zeal for 
the Honour of God, and the Support of his 
Worſhip, which had been the ruling Charac- 
ter of this Prince through all his Days, abode 
with him to the laſt. The concluding pub- 
lick Act of his Reign was giving a ſolemn 
Charge to Solomon his Son, and all the Chiets 
of his Kingdom, concerning the Temple, 
which was to be erected to Jexovan, the God 
of Iſrael. This Charge was received with the 
greateſt Attention, and obeyed with the utmoſt 
eadineſs; upon which, the pious Monarch, 
in the fulneſs of his Joy, the fervour of 
his Devotion, uttered that moving Addreſs to 
the Almighty, which is recorded from the 
tenth to the twentieth Verſe, and which muſt 
affect the Heart of all who read it. This be- 
ing done, Sclomon, who had before been pub- 
lickly nominated to the Crown, was anointed 
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King a ſecond Time; acknowledged as ſuch 
by the whole Kingdom; and, as it follows (c), 
The Lord magmfied 8 olomon exceedi ngly in the 
Sight of all Iſrael, and beſtowed on him ſuch 
royal Majeſty, as had not been on any King be- 
fore him in Iſrael. Thus, the Text adds, Da- 
vid, the Son of Jeſſe, reigned over all Iſrael. And 
the Time that he rei gned over Ijracl was forty 
Years ; ſeven Years reigned He in Hebron, and 
thirt £ three Years reigned He in 7 eruſalem. 

pil be died in a goed old Age; full of Days, 
Riches, and Honour: and Solomon his Son reign- 


ed in bis Stead. TI ſhall 


Firſt, take a View of the Account here gi- 
ven us of the Reign of David. And 


Secondly, make ſome Reflections upon it. 


Firſt, I ſhall take a View of the Account 
here given us of the Reign of David. 


And here the following Particulars are very 
obvious, and deſerve our Notice It was a Reign 
of iong Continuance, and filled up that Time of 
his Life, in which he was moſt equal to the Cares 
of it—It was a Reign of Reputation and Eſteem 
in the Eyes of all his Subjects, and the Nations 
round him—This Honour abode with him to 
the laſt—And he left the Throne to a Succeſſor, 


accep- 
(6) v. 25 
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acceptable to Himſelf, and highly honoured by 
all his People. Theſe were great Felicities to 
David. They were fignal* Tokens of that 
Care, Protection, and Kindneſs, which God 4 
had promiſed to ſhew to him, when He choſe 7 
him to the Throne; and are probably mentioned 1 
in that View by the ſacred Writer. But they 

were no leſs Inſtances of God's Goodneſs to 
His I/rael : and in this Light 1 ſhall chiefly 
conſider them. Nor can I think that, in this, 
I take any unwarrantable Freedom either with 
my Text, or my Subject. While the Words 
acquaint us with the Glory of David's Reign 
to Himſelf, they clearly intimate the Advan- 
tages of it to his Kingdom. And ſo cloſely are 
the Intereſts of the Prince and the People uni- 
ted; that, what reflects Honour on the one, ſel- 
dom fails to produce Good to the other. 


1. His Reign was of long Continuance ; 
and filled up that Time of Life, in 
which He was moſt equal to the Cares 
of it. 


It is the Obſervation of the celebrated Sir 
Tfaac Newton (d, that upon a Computation of 
the Length of moſt of the Reigns, the Du- 
ration of which is recorded in Hiſtory, they 
can ſcarce be reckoned at more than Twenty 
Years, and a little upwards, one with ano- 

ther. 


d) Chronol. 
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cher. The whole Duration of David's Reign 
was almoſt double to this Period; and the 
Time of his Reign over all Iſrael far exceed- 
ed it. Seven Years reigned He in Hebron, 
thirty three in Teruſatem. He was prepared 
for the Government by Maturity of Years and 
Judgment, when he was called to it; and, though 
his bodily Strength was much impaired in the 
decline of Life, the Vigour of his Mind, and 
his attention to the Publick continued to the 
End. To draw any Confequence from theſe 
Circumſtances alone would be trifling ; but, 
when they concur in a wiſe and good Prince, 
they contribute greatly to the publick Welfare. 
A quick Succeſſion of Princes ſeems to be 
ſpoken of in Scripture as an heavy Calamity 
to a People. For the Tranſgreſſion of a Land, 
ſays Solomon, many are the Princes theresf ; 
but by a Man of Underſtanding and Knazleage, 
the State thereof ſhall be prolonged (e). And, of 
as little Conſequence as it may be thought, the 
Evils flowing from it are ſo many and great, as 
fully to juſtify the wiſe Man's Aſſertion in 7018 
Senſe. It is often attended with Perplexity and 
Confuſion in the publick Counſels. Different 
Princes frequently adopt different Maxims, and 
purſue different Meaſures. What one builds 
up, the next pulls down ; many noble Schemes 
for the general Good become abortive ; and the 


whole 


(e) Prov. xxviii. 2. Mercer in Loc: 
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whole Conduct of Affairs is ſometimes fſuctua- 

ting and inconſtant. When the Princes of a 
Land are many, Men of reſtlefs, intriguing Spirits 
have more Opportunities to excite Contentions, 
and make their Way to Stations of Power and In- 
fluence. It cauſes nt Inte ions to the 
Influence of a Nation abroad, and gives a Check 
to the Vigour of its Counfels at home. The 
Friends of it are diſpoſed to fear, left new Go- 
vernars fhould act upon new Principles; and 
all the Plans, which have been laid for their 
common Defence and Prefervation, be defeated. 
The Enemies of a Kingdom are ready to tri- 
umph, in Hopes that they ſhall have an Oppor- 
tunity of raifing Jealoufies ; creating Diviſions ; 
and giving a new Turn to thoſe Meaſures, 
which have, till that Time, baffled all their 
Defigns. Princes themſelves often know not 
how to repoſe that Confidence in their P 
nor their People in them, which a longer Ac- 
quaintance with each other, may be expected 
to produce; and which gives the greateſt Stea- 
dineſs and Weight to the Counſels of a Nation. 
Whatever touches a Kingdom in theſe Reſpects, 
affects it in its tendereſt and moſt important 
Points. And where ſuch Strokes are frequent, 
It is not always eafy to conceive the Evils, which 
may follow. 

Let us now, on the other Hand, ſuppoſe 
Length of Days joined to the Government of 
an able and faithful Ruler; and how different 

will 
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will the Conſequences probably be ? He may 
have Prejudices, indeed, formed againſt him at 


his Entrance upon Power, which may diſquiet 
Him, and diſturb his People for a Seaſon ; 


perhaps there are comparatively but few Princes, 


who have not ſomething of this Kind to encoun- 


ter. But, when once his good Qualities have 
had Time to diſplay themſelves, and his Vir- 
tues come to be known, theſe will abate. He 
may find his Kingdom broke into Parties, and 
filled with Animoſities and Contentions. But 
his Integrity, Steadineſs, and unſhaken Regard 
for his People will, by Degrees, unite them. 
When the Years of a Prince are many, his 
Counſels for the Benefit of his Subjects have 
Time to take Effect; the Wiſdom of his Mea- 
ſures, which might at firſt appear doubtful, 
becomes more viſible; the Rectitude of his 
Deſigns grows more conſpicuous ; and the Can- 
dor and Honeſty of his Heart more manifeſt 
in all his Actions. Every Event, which ſets 
theſe Characters of a Sovercign in a brighter 


Light, gives him new Opportunities of acqui- 
ring freſh Eſteem with his People; compoſing 


their Differences; removing thoſe Obſtructions, 


which prevented their joining heartily. in his 


Service; and uniting them all in Affection to 


him, and each other. A long Reign, con- 


ducted upon ſuch Principles, wil, of Courſe, 
raiſe the Credit of the Kingdom in the Eyes of 
Others; ; ſtrengthen a good Conſtitution of Go- 


vernment 
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yernment at Home, and bring to Perfection 
many wiſe and important Undertakings, which, 
if the Life of the Prince had been cut off in 
the Midſt, muſt have been utterly defeated. 
Juſtly then is Length of Days to a good Prince 
regarded as an unſpeakable Blefling to the Com- 
munity ; and, wherever the Favour has been 
enjoyed, and the happy Fruits of it largely tas- 
ted, it ought to be acknowledged. with all 
'Thankfulneſs. 


2. The Reign of David, was a Reign of 
Reputation and Eſteem, in the Eyes of 
all his Subjects, and the Nations round 
_— 


This illuftrious Prince was not, indeed, 
without his Difficulties. His Advancement to 
the Throne met with much Oppoſition, for a 
Time, from thoſe, who adhered to the Family 
of Saul, though ſet aſide by the Divine Com- 
mand, When he was fixed on the Throne, 
he had not only domeitick but political I rou- 
bles, and thoſe great ones. A Rebellion, which 
was in all Senſes unnatural, broke out in. his 
Reign; Miſunderſtandings, and Enmities among 
his Miniſters perplexed him; and, juſt at the 
Cloſe of Life, an Attempt was made to over- 
turn all the Proviſion He had made for the 
Settlement of the Kingdom. But with all this, 
his Reign in the whole was honourable ; graced 
with the Affection of His Subjects; and, what- 
ever Diſquietudes he met with from ſome reſt- 

| F leis, 


a” 
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leſs, diſcontented Spirits, He had the Body of 
the People heartily united in his Intereſt ; and, 
excepting one ſhort Deviation from their Loyalty, 
beſide that before mentioned, firm to the Sup- 


port of his Kingdom. This Honour was not 
confined to his own Subjects, but extended to 


other Nations. His Fame went into all Lands 


(f). Hiram, the King of Tyre, who had the 
Reputation of one of the wiſeſt Princes of his 
Time, and, in whoſe Days that Kingdom alfo 
was in a flouriſhing Condition, regarded him 
with particular Eſteem (g); and his Name was 
reat among all around him. Nor was this a 


_ Teſtimony to His Merit only; but, I appre- 


hend, it may juſtly be conſidered as a Token of 
his People's Happineſs. Where Princes are 
thus honoured, We may commonly conclude 
the Condition of their Kingdom to be proſpe- 
rous. The Welfare of the Subjects, and the 
Honour of the Prince, moſt commonly rife and 
fall together ; and, if He ſtands high in the 
Affections of his People, it is a good Preſump- 
tion that their State in the whole is happy. 

I am very ſenſible, indeed, that this Aſſer- 
tion may at firſt View appear liable to many 
Exceptions; nor will I by any Means pretend 
to affirm, that it holds good in all Caſes. But 
the more we look into the Hiſtory of Mankind, 
and attend to the great Cauſes, upon which the 
real Honour and Eſteem of Princes moſt com- 

monly 


(f) x Chron. xiv. 17. (g) 1 Kings v. 1. 
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monly depends, the greater Reaſon we ſhall ſee 
to believe it is generally founded upon Truth. 
For, let us conſider it, 

In the firſt Place, with Reſpect to their Re- 
putation abroad, and we ſhall find it moſt fre- 
quently conformable to this Rule. It is allowed, 
mdeed, that many Monarchs have been formi- 
dable to Others, who have made their Subjects 
very miſerable. Many Kings have been Men 
of Renown, and had their Exploits, and Abili- 
ties celebrated through neighbouring Countries, 
who, inſtead of being the Benefactors, have 
been the Plagues and Oppreſſors of the Earth. 
But Fear is one Thing; true Honour is ano- 
ther. To be acknowledged for Perſons of Ca- 
pacity, Reſolution, and Policy ; and to receive 
the Tribute of real Eſteem, Reſpect, and laſt- 
ing Praiſe, are as Diſtant from each other as 
poſſible. Their Cauſes are widely diſtant. For 
what procures a Prince this Honour, but a Per- 
ſuaſion that his Meaſures are not only ſkilful, 
but his Principles good ; that his Counſels are 
not only prudent, and their Execution vigorous, 
but the Ends of them laudable ? What gives 
him the Character of a truly wiſe and under- 
ſtanding Prince, but that his Talents are not 
only owned abroad, but the good Effects of 
them felt at home ; that the Intereſts of his 
Kingdom flouriſh, and the Situation of his Peo- 
ple is deſirable? What gives him the Confi- 
dence of his Allies, the Truſt of thoſe that 
C 2 treat 
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treat with him, and forces even thoſe, who op- 
poſe him to own his Worth: but that his Inte- 
grity is approved; his Firmneſs in the Profecu- 
tion of thoſe LLefigns, which he apprehends to be 
praiſc-worthy, beyond Diſpute ; and his faith- 
tul Adherence to his Word inconteſtable to all 
who know him? Where theſe Qualities are 
wanting, it is impoſſible he ſhould be the Ob- 
ject of cordial Eſteem ; and though he may be 
courted by ſuch as dread his Power, or need 
his Aſſiſtance, he will be inwardly regarded 
with Averſion or Contempt. 

If from hence we go on, in the next Place, to 
conſider this Matter with Reſpect to the Ho- 
nour of a Prince among his own People, the 
Juſtice of the Obſervation will be yet more Ap- 
parent. Let me not be miſtaken, as if I was 
going to aſſert, that our Judgment of the Me- 
rit of Rulers is, in all Caſes, and without Re- 
ſtriction, to be determined by the Temper of 
their Subjects. Many Inſtances may be pro- 
duced, in which this would be unjuſt and bar- 
barous. It may happen, it has happened in our 
own Kingdom, and I might have faid within 
the Memory of ſome of ourſelves too, that politi- 
cal Prejudices, popular Deluſions, and ſeditious 
Arts may fill the Minds of a Nation with Dif- 
content and Rage, againſt the beſt of Princes. 
But I believe it is teldom, very ſeldom, that 
one, whoſe Adminiſtration is bad, keeps Poſ- 
ſeſſion 
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ſeſſion for any Time of the Affections of His 
Subjects. To ſuppoſe the Dignity of his Of- 
fice will command Eſteem, while he rules o- 
ver them to their Hurt, is abſurd. It muſt be 
the Fruit of a juſt Government; the Eſtabliſh- 
ment and Execution of good Laws; a Care 
to protect them from Injuries from without, 
keep them from Oppreſſion within, and a Con- 
cern to preſerve them in that Peace and Safety, 
which gives Reliſh to all the Enjoyments of 
Life If He enjoys their Love, it is a Proof 
they are convinced that theſe are the Ends He 
has at Heart. We may fafely take it for a 
Token that their Minds are at Eafe -under His 
Authority, and that they have no Doubt of the 
Rectitude of His Intentions ; but are ſatisfied 
from the Tenor of his Conduct, that it is his 
Defire to make them contented and happy. 
Such Principles and Diſpoſitions as theſe in a 
Prince, will, in the common Courſe of Things, 
be productive of many Bleſſings to the Com- 
munity, over which he preſides: And, if it be 
in a Land of Liberty, and too often filled with 
the Murmurs of Diſcontent, that the Sovereign is 
thus honoured, the Evidence of their Felicity 
under him 1s yet ſtronger. It is perhaps one of 
the moſt convincing Signs, that, amidſt all 
their Contentions, they dwell ſafely; and, to 
borrow a good Deſcription of a good Govern- 
ment, though it was errant Flattery in him 

| that 


[ 14 } 


that ſpoke it, that (h) very worthy Deeds art 
done to their Nation by his Providence. 


3. This Honour remained with Him to 
the laſt. 


The Caſe of many Princes is very different 
from this. The Beginning of their Reign, like 
the Sun riſing and ſhining forth in his Bright- 
neſs, is glorious and beautiful: but the Clouds 
ſoon gather, and veil its Beauty; Storms and 
Tempeits riſe, and diſturb its Serenity; the 
unhappy Rulers quickly loſe the Affection of 
their People; and all he Honour which was 
paid them, is turned into Diſeſteem and Con- 
tempt. With David it was juſt the Reverſe. 
He began his Reign with many Enemies ; but 
ſeems to have ended it with few. His Reputa- 
tion not only increaſed for a Seaſon, but main- 
tained itſelf to the End. Whatever incidental 
Calamities might caſt a Shade, for a little Space 
of Time, on the Luſtre of his Days, the Glory 
of his Kingdom remained with him to the laſt : 
and, after he had ſeen the Diſappointment of 
his Enemies; ſurvived all the Oppoſition made 
to his Government; and raiſed his People to 
ſuch an Height of Power, as rendered them 
reſpectable to all their Enemies; died full of 
Days, Riches, and Honour. A new, and ſtriking 
Teſtimony to the Benefits they had reaped from 
his Government ! For, if the Reverence and 


and 


(h) Acts XXIV. 2. 
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Love of a People to their Prince, confidered in 
the general, is juſtly thought to be an Evidence 
of their Felicity under Him; the Continuance 
of it makes the Proof yet ſtronger; if it 
ſtands the Teſt of many Years, and attends him 
to the Cloſe of Life, it can ſcarce be imputed to 
any other Cauſe. | 

| To enlarge much on this Point, after what 
you have already heard, may ſeem ſuperfluous. 
But, you muſt allow me to treſpaſs on your 
Patience, by reſuming, for a little, the Reaſo- 
ning urged. under the laſt Head ; and to add 
ſome Thoughts, which will ſet the Force of it 
in a ſtill clearer Light. Such laſting Honour, 
then, paid to a Prince by his People, is a Froof 
that the Attention of his Government has been 
fixed upon the nobleſt Ends of it—and that he 
has purſued them ſteadily, and impartially. 

It is a Proof that the Attention of Eis Go- 
vernment has been fixed upon the robleft Ends 
of it. There is a Kind of falſe Glory, coveted 
by many Princes, which may procure the Love 
of a People for a Seaſon. The Talents of a 
Monarch for War ; the Fame of his Victories ; 
the Magnificence of his Court ; and the Ho- 
mage which is paid him by neighbouring States; 
may dazzle the Eyes of his Subjects for a little 
Time, and make them fond of a Ruler, who 
is very unworthy of their Afﬀections. But, if 
the real Proſperity and Weljare of his King- 
dom has no Share in his Thoughts; if, in 

the 
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the midſt of his great Actions abroad, his 
Government is tyrannical at Home; and, in 
Order to raiſe his Power, and ſatisfy his Ambiti- 
on, he wantonly ſacrifices their Peace and Safety; 
it is impoſſible he ſhould have any laſting Place 
in their Eſteem. That muſt be maintained by 
quite contrary Meaſures. It is by his Juſtice, 
Clemency, and careful Regard to their internal 
Proſperity ; by his Readineſs to redreſs their 
Grievances; protect them in the ſecure Enjoy- 
ment of their Rights ; and his Endeavours to 
ſecure them the Bleſſings of domeſtick Tran- 
quility : it is by theſe alone, I ſay, that a 
Prince can hope to eſtabliſh a ſure and abi- 
ding Intereſt in the Hearts of his Kingdom. 
Theſe are the Methods by which Kings be- 
come glorious in the Eyes of their Subjects; 
and all the Praiſe which is not raiſed on theſe 
Foundations is precarious, deccitful, and will 
quickly be either buried in Oblivion, or re- 
membered with Diſgrace. 

Again ; it ſhews that as his Ends have been 
right, ſo he has been ſteady and impartial in 
his Endeavours to promote them. There have, 
perhaps, been few Rulers in the World, who in 
the Courſe of their Government have been ſo 
totally regardleſs of its true Purpoſes, as not to 
take ſome Steps in Favour of the Welfare of 
their People. But permament Eſteem is not to 


be ſecured by tranſient Appearances of Good- 


neſs. It muſt be the Offspring of a conſiſtent, 
uniform, and perſevering Attention to thoſe Mea- 
| ſures 
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fures by which it was at firſt obtained : and, 


whoever hopes to preſerve it in any Station with- 
out this, will find himſelf miſtaken—For the 
ſame Reaſon it is neceflary, that a Prince's 
Regard to his People, ſhould, as far as poſſi- 
ble, be without Partiality. The general Love 
of his Subjects, is a Teſtimony that it has been 
fo. It is a Proof, which cannot well be difpu- 
ted, that the ſame good Principles, with which 
He began his Reign, continued to be the Rules 
of it; and that it has been his Defire, that all, 
who dwell within the Bounds of his Authori- 
ty, ſhould ſhare the Benefit of its Protection. 
There is ground to conclude, not only that 
his Intentions have been right, but that they 
have in the main been anſwered. The Bulk 
of a People will commonly judge by their Ex- 
perience ; and if they have not ſome ſenſible 
Conviction of the Goodneſs of a Government, 
will never have any fixed Eſteem for the Ruler, 
by whom it is adminiſtred. Is a Nation uni- 
ted in the Praiſe of a Prince? We may pre- 
ſume their Officers have been Peace, and their 
Exaftors Righteouſneſs. Juſtice muſt in the 
main have been faithfully adminiſtred ; Pro- 
rty ſecured ; Induſtry permitted to enjoy the 
ruits of its Lahours; the Sons of Violence 
reſtrained ; and the Peaceable and Quiet of the 
Land defended from the Attempts of thoſe, 
who waited to deſtroy them. Theſe are the 
great Principles, upon ous the Happineſs 4 
al 
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all pol? Bodies muſt depend. In Proporti- 


on as h e prevail, their Influences will be 
found h in lly to all within their Reach; and the 
People, who enjoy them, have Reaſon to rejoice. 
— The Inroads of a foreign Enemy may deprive 
the beſt regulated Society of theſe Advantages, 
and defeat the Cares of the moſt affectionate 
Father of his People, for their Profperity. Fa- 
mine, Peſtilence, or ſome other of thoſe Ca- 
lamities, to which Nations under all Govern- 
ments are liable, may for a while ſwallow 
up all Senſe of their Enjoyments, and ſcatter 
Terror and Deſolation among them. Acci- 
dental Diſcords and Confuſions among them- 
ſelves, may create Obſtructions to the kind- 
eſt Purpoſes, and wiſeſt Schemes of a Prince, 
for the Welfare of his Kingdom. But all 
theſe are out of the preſent Queſtion. Suppoſe 
Things in their natural ordinary Courſe, and 
the Poſition will be generally true; that the 
Sovereign's Praiſe is the Voice of the People's 
Peace; and that, if ſome Complaints are till 
ſubſiſting among them, which indeed will be 
the Caſe in all earthly Governments, Juſtice 
and Judgment have on the whole dwelt in the 
Land. When theſe great Foundations of the 
Tranquillity of a Kingdom are much ſhaken, 
whether it be owing te bad Policy, or bad 
Principles, it ſeems ſcarcely poſſible that the 
Prince ſhould meet with general, laſting, and 
much leſs increaſing Eſteem. Flattery may at- 

OE ; tempt 
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tempt to cover the Iniquity, and diſguiſe the 
Folly of ſuch Meaſures, and Tyranny may up- 
hold them; but the Feelings of Men cannot 
be altered: and, if the Duties of Government 
are long and wilfully neglected, and the good 
Ends of it notoriouſly defeated; the Authors 
of ſuch Evils will live undefired, and die un- 
lamented. Once more, it is obſerved of David, 


4. That He left the Throne to a Succeſ- 


ſor, acceptable to Himſelf, and honou- 
red by all the People. 


The peaceable Succeſſion of Salomon to the 
Kingdom of his Father may, indeed, appear 


at firſt View, to be mentioned only as a Thing 


of Courſe; and not as a Circumitance of any 
Moment, either to the Pleaſure of David, or 
the Welfare of his Kingdom: but whoever 
looks into the Hiſtory with any Attention, will 
find it far otherwiſe. The View of it filled the 
Heart of the aged Monarch with the higheſt 
Satisfaction. Blefſed, ſays He, be the Lord 
Ged of Iſrael, which hath given one to fit on 
my Throne this Day, mine Eyes even ſeeing 
zt (i). The People, over whom the young 
Prince was to reign, beheld it with equal Joy, 
and as it is expreſſed (k) did eat and drink before 
the Lord with great Gladneſs They had Rea- 
ſon to rejoice. For by this Means the King- 


2 dom 


(i) 1 Kings i. 48. (h)zi Chron. xxix. 22. 
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dom, which might otherwiſe have been divi- 
ded, and very probably rent in Pieces, was kept 
in Tranquillity. The Maelites, inſtead of be- 
ing expoſed to the Horrors of thoſe inteſtine 
Commotions, which many then living had 
ſeen, and felt in the Beginning of Davids 
Reign, had the pleaſing Proſpect of continuing 
to dwell in Peace. When they conſidered the 
Perſonal Character of their new Sovereign, and 
recollected the Manner of his Appointment to 
the Throne, and the Expectations they had been 
encouraged to form from his Reign ; they had 
yet farther Cauſe to rejoice in his Acceſſion. 
God had promiſed to be his Father ; adopt him 
for his Son; and, i he was faithful to do his 
Commandments and Judgments, 16 eſtabliſh his 
Kingdom for ever (m). It had been foretold 
that He ſhould be a Man of Reſt, and have Qui- 
etneſs from his Enemies round about ; that the 
Character of his Government ſhould anſwer to 
the Signification of his Name ; and Peace and 
Quietneſs be given to Iſrael in his Days (n). He 
ſoon approved himſelf a Prince of enlarged 
Underitanding and conſummate Wiſdom ; inſo- 
much that all his People regarded him with 
Reverence, becauſe they ſaw the Wiſdom of God 
was in him to do Judgment (o). No wonder 
then, that they acknowledged him with fo 
much Pleaſure and Thankfulneſs. If any po- 

litical 
(m) 1 Chron. xxviii. 7, (n) 1 Chron. xxii. 9. 

(o) 1 Kings li. 28. | 
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litical Bleſſing upon Earth can be a, juſt Ground 


of Joy to a Nation, the Proſpe of a Suceks- 
stox of wiſe Rulers muſt. Happy is the Peo- 
ple, who have ſuch Views before them; who, 
inſtead of ſeeing their Hopes of Peace at an 
End, have Reaſon to believe it will be con- 
firmed and augmented ; and, while they look 
back with Pleaſure on the Advantages of paſt 
Years, can look forward with well-gr . ot 
Expectations of their Continuance = thoſe, 
which are to come! And now to proceed to 
the 


| Second Part of my Diſcourſe, which is to 


make ſome Reflections on what has 
been ſaid. 


1. How fit is it that thoſe, who have long 
enjoyed the Bleſſings of ſuch a Govern- _ 


ment, ſhould review them with Thank- 
fulneſs ? 


To make a particular Application of the 
View which has been given of David's Reign, 
to that of our late Sovereign, would, I perfuade 
my ſelf, be needleſs. The Parallel is too obvious, 
not to be diſcerned by every Eye; and has, | 
doubt not, been preſent to the Thoughts of all, 
who have heard my Diſcourſe. He filled the 
Throne from the Meridian of Life to a vene- 
rable old Age, and filled it with Dignity to the 
laſt, I ſhall enter into no laboured Panegy- 
tick on the Excellencies, which adorned his 

Govern- 
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Government. He had a better Teſtimony, a 
nobler Monument in the Approbation and Af- 
fections of all, who attended ſeriouſly to the 
Happineſs of the Kingdom under his Rule, 
than any Praiſes are able to give him. If there 
be any Weight in what I have been labouring 
to prove, that the Regard of a People to their 
Prince is one of the beſt Preſumptions of his 
Worth, the Merit of our departed Sovereign 
muſt ſhine with diſtinguiſhed Luſtre. For 
where is the Monarch, whoſe Honeſty of Heart, 
and Tenderneſs for the Rights of his People, 
have been .more univerſally owned ? What 
Sovereign has received greater Marks of Con- 
fidence from his Subjects? If theſe Things con- 
ſtitute the Glory of a King ; it will be hard to 
find a Prince, who has enjoyed more of it. 

But not to reſt in this general Argument, 
let us take a ſhort Survey of the honourable 
Characters which adorned his Reign; and we 
ſhall ſoon be ſatisfied that it deſerved our Praiſe. 
Firſt then, his Government was a ſtrictly Le- 
gal one. I begin with this, becauſe as it is the 
great Foundation of our publick Peace, ſo it is 
what his Enemies, if he left any behind him, 
cannot deny. The Conſtitution was the in- 
variable Rule of his Conduct ; nor were all the 
Murmurers (for Murmurers will be found in 
every Reign) who were moſt ready to reproach 
it, able to prove the contrary.—Again ; it was a 
Reign not only of civil, but religious Liberty. It 
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was the conſtant, and truly royal Maxim of 
this Father of his People, that there ſhould be 
no Perſecution in his Days. It was never his 
Will that any ſhould be moleſted who feared 
God and wrought Righteouſneſs; but all 
were bleſſed with this ineſtimable Privilege, 
that, being delivered out of the Hands of their 
Enemies, they might ſerve him without Fear (p). 
— The Adminiſtration of Juſtice in his Reign 
was ſteadily impartial. The Protection of the 
Laws was extended to the meaneſt, as well as 
the greateſt; the Sentence pronounced by them 
executed in the Caſe of the higheſt, as well as 
the loweſt. No Violence by his Permiſſion 
was at any Time heard in our Gates. In this 
Reſpect there was no Ground for complain- 
ing in any of our Streets ; but every one fat 
quietly under bis own Vine, and his own Fig- 
Tree, no one making him afraid (q). Ten- 
derneſs for the Lives of his Subjects, diſplayed 
itſelf in the midſt of the moſt neceſſary Inflic- 
tions of Puniſhment ; his Clemency was re- 
markable towards many of his unworthieſt Ene- 
mies; and, during all the Years of his protrac- 
ted Reign, no harſh Exerciſe of Power, no Sha- 
dow of a cruel, vindictive Diſpoſition, ever dark- 
ened the Splendor of his Government. The 
National Faith was never better ſupported, nor 
the Credit of it in more univerſal Eſteem. The 
Confidence of our Parliaments in our late So- 


vereign, 
(p) Luke i. 74. (q) Micah iv. 4 
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vereign, and their Willingneſs to ſupport him, 
(to their Honour be it recorded as well as his) 
roſe to the higheſt Pitch: and no Diſcord be- 
tween them broke in upon our Tranquillity, to 
make ns a Terror to ourſelves, or leſſen our 
Honour among the Nations. And to this 


] cannot but add, whether it riſes directly out 
of my Subject or not, that in the midſt of War, 
we have enjoyed all the Repoſe and Serenity of 
Peace; the Noiſe of the Enemy has ſcarce been 
heard in our Gates, nor Waſting and Deſtruc- 
tion been feen in our Borders. Theſe are 
Blefſings, which ſhould ſink deep into the Hearts 
of all, who have enjoyed them; and fill us with 
Sentiments of Gratitude whenever we call them 
to Mind. Could I ſuppoſe you wanted to be 
apprized of their Value; the Direction would 
be Enquire of the former Age, and prepare 
your ſelves for the Search of your Fathers (r). 
Look back to the Hiſtories of paſt Ages; theſe 
will ſoon inform you—Go to the neighbouring 
Nations. View the Oppreſſion and Cruelties 
beneath which They groan ; conſider the De- 
ſtruction, which lays Waſte their Borders; and 
you will quickly be convinced. The longer you 
dwell upon the Difference, the greater Cauſe 
you will ſee to own, that the Lines have fallen 
to you in pleaſant Places, and in happy Times ; 
and to ſay with thankful Spirits, that it was (s) 
becauſe the Lord aur God loved us, that be Jef 
ſuc 


(t) Job viii. 8. (s) 1 Kings x. 9. 


1 
ſuch a Ruler over us, to do Juſtice and Judg- 


ment, 


* 


2. When a people are deprived of ſuch a 
Prince, it becomes them to reflect ſe- 
riouſly on the Loſs, and to im prove it. 


Io be unaffected with the Removal of Per- 
ſons of Worth in private Stations is juſtly 
eſteemed a Mark of a thoughtleſs, degenerate 
Temper. It is for this, among other Vices, 
the Prophet condemns his People (t): The 
righteous periſheth, and no Man layeth it to Hear t. 
The Death of good and faithful Princes, calls 
more loudly ſtill for our Attention, and ſhould be 
the matter of univerſal Concern. M hen the ſpeci- 
al Reaſons of Divine Diſpenſations are out of our 
Sight, the Diſpenſations themſelves have often 
a Language in them too plain not to be under- 
ſtood, and too important to be neglected : and 
ſuch as this before us ſpeak a very inſtructive 
ONE. 1 

The ſudden Removal of Princes, though, 
abſtractedly from their Office, no more than 
common Men, is an awful Specimen of God's 
Dominion over the Affairs of the World; and 
ſhews, in a Manner level to every Conception, 
how eaſily he can ſtop, direct, and controul 
them, as He pleaſeth. It is but for Him to 
look upon Man. and he is not. It is but for 
Him, in ſome critical Moment, to lay his 


E Hand 
| (t) Iſa. Ivii. 1. 
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Hand upon the Life of a Sovereign, and the 
moſt important Schemes are at a ſtand; the 
Counſels of Kingdoms are directed into new 
Channels; and the Deſigns of the profoundeſt 
Policy become vain. He ſball break in Pieces, 
to uſe the Words of Elihu (u), mighty Men 
ot bout Number and ſet up others in their flead. 
Therefore he knoweth their Works, and be over- 
turneth them in the Night, ſo that they are de- 
ſtroyed. ; 
Such Events point out to us the Folly of re- 
poling abſolute Confidence in the nobleſt earth- 
ly Inſtruments of our Peace ; and being elated 
with the Expectations of Proſperity, when the 
Appearances of it are moſt promifing. The 
God of the Spirits of all Fleſh can, in an Inſtant, 
take from us the mighty Man, and the Man of 
War, the Prudent, and the Counſellor. When 
we think our Mountain ſtands ſtrong, and that 
we never ſhall be moved; God knows how, in 
one Moment, to ſhake the Foundation of all 
our Security.—The Removal of a Ruler, who, 
like the meaneſt of his Subjects, dwells in an 
Houſe of Clay, whoſe Foundation is in the 
Duſt, and who is liable to be cruſhed befere 
the Moth (w), may write Vanity upon all our 
Hopes, and fill us with Terrors. Attend then 
to the Words of the Prophet (x), and ceaſe 
from Man, whoſe Breath is in his Neftrils, for 
wherein is be to be accounted f? From hencewe 
| _ 


(u) Job xxxiv, 24, 25. (w) Job iv, 19, (x) Iſa. ii. 22. 
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| [27] 
are led by the plaineſt Conſequence to reverence 
His Power, and ſtand in Awe of His Diſplea- 
fure, who thus rules over the Lives of his Crea- 
tures, and determines the State of Nations as 
ſeems good in his Sight. Yow, ſays the Pſal- 
miſt (y) and pay unts the Lord your God; let all 
that are about him bring Preſents unto him, that 


ought to be feared. He ſhall cut off the Spirit of 


Princes, He is terrible to the Kings of the Earth. 
And, when we are carried thus far, whoſe 
Thoughts will not move one Step farther, and 
add, that it becomes us to be deeply humbled 
before him, remembring that Ve have ſinned 
and done Twickedly in the midſt of all that Good- 
neſs, which he has extended towards us; nei- 
ther have We remembred the Multitude of his 
Mercies? 

I am by no means ignorant that Complaints 
of Ingratitude for publick Mercies, and Char- 
ges againſt Nations for not improving their 
Advantages, are ſeldom heard with Attention. 
They are looked upon as a kind of common- 
Place-Topicks; Things of Courſe, upon ſuch 
Occaſions as theſe. But this neither diſproves 
their Juſtice, nor ſuperſedes che Neceſſity of 
laying them ſeriouſly to Heart. I have no 


Inclination to paint out the Manners of the 


Times in worſe Colours, than they deſerve. 
But the. Propenſity of Mankind in all Ages to 


abuſe Times of Eaſe and Security, calls upon 


E 2 us 


(y) Pfa!m lexvi. 11, 12, 
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us to conſider, whether this Reproach does not 
belong to us alſo. Let us put thisQueſtion then 
faithfully to ourſelves ; and conſider whether, 
after the largeſt allowances, which can be made, 
there is not Reaſon to own that our Iniquity i 18 
great? Will not our own Conſciences teſtify, 
againſt us, that inſtead of 'giving the Glory. of 
our Advantages to the Almighty, our Hearts 
have been lifted up within us? While we have 
feen our domeſtick Tranquillity fo hap ily pro- 
tected; our Trade increaſed; aur Sthoes, and 
our Geld, and all that we have, multiplied; have 
we not been too prone to forget the Lord our 
God, and ſay, that our Power, and the might o 
our Hand, hath gotten us all this Wealth(z) ? 
Is it not a ' melancholy Truth, that, inſtead of 
taking Occaſion from thoſe Circumſtances, by 
which we have been made ſo happily to differ 
from other Nations, to bleſs the Lord our God; 
like Jeſturun, we have waxed fat and ki ched, 
and hghtly eſteemed the Rock of our S alvation: 


(a)? Have we not ſhamefully perverted the. 


Mercies we have enjoyed, to baſe, and unman- 


ly Purpoſes ; been given to Pleaſure, and lived, | 
careleſsly ; and, while we ought to have been C 
People devoted to the Honour. of 'God, diſre- 


garded the Work of the Lord, and overlooked, 
the Operation of his Hands ? Theſe Thing 
have long been the Complaint of the wiſe =. 
good i in our Land. Allowing the Complaint 0 
8 be 


(z) Deut. viii. 13, 14, . = Deut. XXX. 15. 
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be well grounded, they call loudly for our pe- 
nitential Reflections. If God fits in the Throne 
judging right; ſuch Diſpaſitions, and ſuch Prac- 
tices muſt be diſpleaſing in his Eyes. Shall F 
not viſit fer theſe Things ? ſaith'the Lord : and 
ball not my Soul be avenged on. ſuch a' Nation as 
this (b)? Reaſon as well as: Religion leads us 
to fear it: and, without entering into thoſe Pur- 
poſes of his Wiſdom, which:he hath put in his 
own Power, it is our Duty to ſeek to the Lord 
of Hoſts, from whom we have revolted, that 
he may paſs by the multitude of our Tranſgres- 
ſions againſt him. TFobſerve 


3. That it becomes us to-rejoice in the 
_ Circumſtances, attending this Event, by 
which our Loſs is mitigated, , and the 
Hope of our future Felicity ſupported, -'-! 


And whoever looks into our preſent Situati- 
different the Aſpect of. 


© c * 
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on, and obſerves haw 
our Affairs now is, from what they lately wor 
will ſoon diſcern many Things, which ſho 
give us much Satisfaction in the midſt of our 


to difappointed: Our Enterprizes, which at, firſt, 
ſeemed to be uiidertaken in Vain, have been, 


(b) Jer. v. 9. 
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ſucceſsful beyond Expectation. Our Miniſters 
appear all united, and concur with an Harmo- 
ny, on which we cannot but reflect with Plea- 
ſure, in ſupport of the national Cauſe. The 
Kingdom, not long ſince dejected, and in Ap- 
ce almoſt overwhelmed with an unman- 
y Panick, has reſumed its Fortitude: would 
to God we had increaſed our Piety too! We 
have not the Sight of an Enemy in our Bor- 
ders, or the Terror of an Invaſion hovering over 
our Coaſts ; to diſtract our Attention, give a 
Blow to our Credit, and prevent our acting with 
Vigour at this important Seaſon. Our new 
Monarch enters upon the Cares of Government, 
with the Proſpect of ruling over a People, all 
agen in their Attachment to his Service : and 
there ſhould be any Sons of Diſaffection yet 
left among us, who ſhall endeavour to revive 
antiquated Clamours, or ſtir up. new Contenti- 
ons; it is to be hoped, that the better Spirit of 
the People, and the good Senſe and Zeal of 
aur Counſellors will diſappoint, them. En- 
comiums on living Princes are often conſidered 
as Matters of Form: but it would be inexcuſa- 
ble not to add (for I. am perſuaded it is foun- 
ded in Truth; and I ſpeak it without flattery, 
and with the higheſt Pleaſure) that, from the 
Diſpoſitions already manifeſted by our preſent 
Sovereign, there is the beſt Reaſon to hope, 
that the ſame Royal Virtues, which ſo nobly 
diſtinguiſhed his illuſtrious Anceſtors, will diſ- 


tinguiſh 
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tinguiſh' him alſo; and that his private, and 
publick Conduct will be ſuch, as to render him 
a Pattern to his Court, and a Bleſſing to his 
Kingdom. We have Reaſon then, great 
Reaſon, to acknowledge that, in the midſt of 
Judgment, Mercy has been fignally remem- 
bred : and ſuch Views as theſe, call for our moſt 
affectionate Thanks to God, who hath given 
us ſuch ground to expect that bis Salvation 
will be nigh unto us, and that Glory will yet 
dwell in our Land(c). To this End, let us be 
exhorted, 


4. Not to be i in any Thing . 
ſite on our Parts, to ſecure the Continu- 
ance of theſe important Bleſſings. 


With this View, let our Hearts be lifted up 
to God in conſtant, fervent Requeſts, that He 
would be merciful to us, and ef us, and cauſe 
His Face to ſhine upon us (d). Let us make it 
the Subject of our Supplications to Him, by 
whom Kings reign, and Princes decree Juſtice, 
that he would affiſt our Sovereign in the Truſt 
devolved upon Him, and carry him through the 
Duties of it with Pleaſure to himſelf, and Satis- 
faction to all his People—Let us, again, cultivate 
in ourſelves, and cheriſh in others, a lively Senſe 
of the high Importance of a good Government; 

and the innumerable Benefits reſulting from it. 


When 
(d) Pſalm Ixvii. 1. 


(e) Pſalm Ixxxv. . 
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When thoſe who rule over Men, are Jo ruling 
in the Fear of God, they are, in the beautiful 
Words of Dauid (e), like rhe Light of the Mor. 
ning hen the Sun riſeth, even a Morning without 
Claus; as the tender Graſs ſpringing out of the 
Earth, by ctear. ſhining after Rain. It is the 
| Inſtrument of ſecuring to us, and thoſe 
in whom we are interefted; all the Bleſſings 


of which human Nature- 1s capable : and for 


our Brethren and Companions Sate; and, in our 
Circumſtances we may juſtly add, for Che Houſe 
of the Lord our God (f), it ſhould be our Care to 
ſupport it. Labour to encourage Sobriety, 
Juftice, Faithfulneſs, and Love to cach other, 
and to all about you. Whatever is contrary to 
theſe, is a kind of Rebellion againſt the firſt 
Principles of Government; carries in it an En- 
mity to all wiſe and wholſome Laws, and tends 
to deprive us of every Benefit, they are intended 
to procure.—And once more, for it compre- 


| hends in it all that can be ſaid on the Subject; 


let the Fear of God rule in your Hearts; the 
Word of Chriſt dwell richly in you in all Wiſ- 
dom ; and be ye filled with all the Fruits of 
Righteouſneſs, which are by Him to the Glo- 
ry of God. Then We may hope that God, 
even our own God, will bleſs us ; and make our 
Peace as a River, and our Righteouſneſs as the 
Waves of the Sea—I only add, that from ſuch 


Changes as we are now improving, we ſhould 


learn, 9 To 


(e) 2 Sam. xxiii.4.  (f) Pſalm cxxii. 8, 9. 


1331 


J. To repoſe our great Confidence in that 
Being, who ever lives; and look for that 
Kingdom, which endureth for ever. 


Earthly Princes, with all their Pomp and 
Grandeur, are but Men; and though it is ſaid 
they are Gods (f), muſt die like the meaneſt of 
the People. The Splendor of earthly King- 
doms is continually changing, and quickly paſ- 
ſeth away. But God is the ſame, and of His Vears 
there is no End. His Kingdom is an everlaſ- 
ting Kingdom, and his Dominion will not paſs 
away.—Put not then your Truſt in Princes, nor 
in the Son of Man, in whom there is no Help; 
his Breath goeth forth; be returneth to his Earth; 
and, in that very Day, his Thoughts periſh (g). 
But truſt in the Lord Jehovah, for in the Lord 
Jebovab is everlaſting Strengtb (h). He hath pre- 
pared, for all, who faithfully ſeek his Favour, an 
everlaſting dwelling Place. To that happy State 
let us aſpire ; rejoice in the glorious Expectati- 
on, while we behold earthly Princes, who have 
been our Hope, deſcend into the Duſt ; and 
having received the Aſſurance of a Kingdom 


 ohich cannot be moved (i) have Grace, whereby 
de may ſerve God acceptably, with Reverence 


and godly Fear. 
(f) Ps. Ixxxii. 6. (g) cxlvi. 3. (h) Iſa. xxvi. 4. (i) Heb. xii. 28. 
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Erratz Page 16, line 29, for permament read permanent, 


